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Words from our CDõsé. 

 

What does the word òfriendó or òfriendshipó mean to 

you.  Here are several definitions or words I 

found for the meaning:  

 

-  A person you know well and regard with 

affection and trust.  

 

-  Ally: A person who provides cooperation or 

assistance.  

 

-  Acquaintance: a person with whom you are acquainted .  

 

-  Supporter.  

  

My personal definition of what friendship is, is a feeling or emotion expressed in such a way that 

another feels wanted and important, a relationship between a person or persons where everyone 

has some companion to talk to when they are in need of one.  However, friendships differ between 

people.  There are many different friendships that people have.  Friendships can exist  between, 

friends, lovers, children, parents, siblings, and many more. All of these differ in some way.  

 

I look at the people Brian and I have met throughout our tenure in GWRRA.  Weõve built some true 

friendships during this time.  I truly feel blessed by  the friendships weõve made along the way.   

 

Take a moment to reminisce on the relationships youõve built during your time in GWRRA and in 

your chapter.  Think about the memories that are stored in your heart surrounding a gathering of 

GWRRA friends.  Our chapter is definitely blessed to have a true circle of friends.  The next time 

you see someone you consider to be a fr iend ð give them a hug or a handshake and tell them 

thanks for being there or what theyõve meant in your life.  We all know that life is short and you 

may not have that opportunity another time.  

 

 

 

  Continued on page 2ééé 
 

 

"A true friend is someone who thinks 

that you are a good egg even though 

he knows that you are slightly 

cracked." - Bernard Meltzer  

 

http://www.gwrrancg.org/
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    òWords from our CDõsó conti nued from page 1 é. 
 

We lost a great friend ð Earl Locklear from Chapter A.  He attended our last chapter meeting the night 

before he died.  Iõm so glad I got to see his smile and received what was to be my last hug from him.  It 

goes to show again that life is short.  Donõt waste time on insignificant things that can hinder relationships.  

Make the most of our time with our friends and family.  Weõll miss you Earl!                                     

                                 
            

"Some people come into our lives and quickly go. Some stay for a while and leave footprints on our hearts. 

And we are never, ever the same" ð Anonymous 

Donõt forget your registrations and hotel reservations for WOS.  Time is running out.  One month and weõll be on our way to a fun 

rally.   

 

Approximately 7 of our bikes helped Tom Fitzgerald by escorting bicycles in Pedal the Piedmont recently.  It went very well a nd 

everyone seemed to have a great time.  We also participated in Red Cross Tour de Furniture with our òescortó service.  Again, another 

good day.  

Chapter G had a picnic July 19.  We went to Fairy Stone Park for the day.  Gary and Pam so graciously planned this day for us .  It 

was an awesome day and as usual, Andrew was able to get his nap in.  Thanks to Mike  for being our Chef and John for being our 

entertainer.  

With the weather as hot as itõs been, we all need to be careful while we are riding.  Make sure we have access to plenty of water and 

drive later in the evening when the sun goes down.  It will make a  big difference!  Ride when you can and enjoy the ones youõre with! 

Ride safe ð 

Brian and Donna Vertefeuille  

Chapter Directors ð NC- G 

 

From the Rider Educator 

Lƴ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜŜƪǎ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǳǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƧǳƳǇƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōƛƪŜ 

and taking off without doing a T-CLOCS walk around. I have been guilty of this myself from time to 

ǘƛƳŜ ǿƘŜƴ LΩƳ ƛƴ ŀ ǊǳǎƘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŜǊŜΦ 5ƻƛƴƎ ŀ ǿŀƭƪ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ can save you some embarrassment 

and possible injury on the road.  I try to do a T-CLOCS inspection at least once a week. For those of 

you who have not taken a BRC or ERC class this is what T-CLOCS stands for: 

                                           T- Tires and wheels 

                                                        C-controls 

                                                          L- Lights 

                                                            O- Oil 

                                                                                                                 C- Chassis 

                                                                                                               S- Side stand 

My dad told me when I got my first car that if I take care of my car it would take care of me. This is even more important with our 
motorcycles.  

Gary McIntyre  

ACD/Rider Educator
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Hello Everyone, 

Donôt you just love summer?  So many nice days to just hop on the bike and GO!!  Weôve gone to so many different places this year 

that my son refers to me as ñCarmen San Diegoò because he never knows where in the world we are sometimes!                                                                                                                   

Heôs gotten numerous pictures from me that just say ñGuess where we are now?ò He did get stumped with my picture of the New River 

Gorge in West Virginia a couple months ago.  Funny thing, he never asks why we go to all these places, he knows my answer is 

ñbecause we can.ò Heôll be getting a lot of pictures from me in October when Gary & I head to Key West, Florida (on the bike of 

course!) for a week to celebrate our 15 th anniversary. This will be my first attempt at an Iron Butt rideé. Weôll see, anyway! 

The Posse has kept the roads ñHOTò the past couple of months!  We started with Garner, Lumberton, Eden and Cycle Centerôs Open 

Houses in May, which were all great successes and great fun!  Then in June there was Sanfordôs Open House, Chapter Aôs Yard Sale 

and Pedal The Piedmont along with some Care Bear Rides and two great dinner rides to East Coast Wings in Salisbury and Hillbilly 

Hideaway in Walnut Cove, we have had quite the opportunities to ride.  Looking ahead in the next couple months, thereôs no slowdown 

either. Some of us headed to West Virginia District Rally for a Saturday day ride.  

Weôve had so much fun recently with other Posse members going to the Thresherôs Reunion, our picnic at Fairy Stone Park, dinner 

rides, an outdoor concert at City Lake Park and of course ICE CREAM rides!!  We just want to say again how much we cherish the 

friendships with everyone and look forward to all the good times to come!   

Now if I can put on my MED hat for a moment, Iôd like to take the time to officially welcome all of our new members.  Since the 

beginning of the year, we have had many new members to join. So to Jim Quick, Scott Hudson, Ronald Stalter, Danny & Joyce Van 

Camp, Robert & Donna Ferguson and Hal & Debbie Carter, a BIG ñWelcome to the Posse!ò  

Our article this month is written in the color ñBlurpleò in honor of our dear friend, Earl Locklear. He will always be in our hearts.  

Remember, Itôs All About The Ride,  

Gary & Pam 

NC-G ACD    

     

                                                  (Runs much better in the  ñuprightò position!) 

 

Special Projectsé..é 

¢ƘŜ /ƻǳǇƭŜǎ DƻƭŦ ¢ƻǳǊƴŀƳŜƴǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƻǳǊ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΧ ŀ ƭƻǘ ŀ ƘŀǊŘ ǿƻǊƪ Ƙŀǎ 

gone on behind the scenes to make this the best project that it can be.  Eleven Chapter Couples 

from across the Central Region have for the first time in NC-Gwrra history come together for the 

good on mankind. To date a total of $8500 has been raised to buy Christina a special wheelchair.  

That is unbelievable, and we are not through yet. Other couples from across the state have asked 

what we can do to help. Evan and Cindy Parton donated the chili for the hot dogs. Susan and 

Bobby Womack are coming to help serve food. The support from fellow couples has just been 

awesome  

Our chapter is providing the gift bags that will be given to each player that signs up.  I personally want to thank those of 

you who volunteered to provide items for the bags. They are really nice and I think the golfers will truly appreciate the 

items that are in them.  To date we have 24 teams signed up and we are looking forward to a big day and lots of fun.   

      continued on page 4 
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      continued from page 3 

Of course I am writing this article the day before the tournament and I have no idea who will win.  All I can say is that 

you are all winners to me and thanks for supporting the tournament.  A really big thank you goes out the Deanne and 

Mickey Vaughn for all their golf knowledge and hard work in sponsoring this golf tournament.  To Bill and Deidre 

Sprinkle, I would like to thank you for allowing us to be part of this project and putting our 2 cents in. It has been a 

pleasure working with such great people from across the state.   See you all at the Golf Tournament!!!!!!! 

"Only your real frien ds will tell you when your face is dirty." ð Silican proverb.

 

A little bit from Robert and DJ Ferguson. 

Care Bear Ride on Saturday June 27th 

Hi Ya'll 

  

WOW did we have a crowd.  WOW was it HOT!!!  WOW did I have FUN!!!! 

  

Ok, now to tell you what we did.  (I wish I had pictures)  We met up with Chapter G at the 

Hardees in Thomasville for the Lexington Care Bears Ride.  Gary McIntyre, Andrew and 

Vicki Butcher, Ed and Mary Hartman, Donna and Brian (Bubba) V. all showed up.  (If I missed anyone, sorry)  

I was on my GL1200, Donna, Grandma (Jane), and 2 of the grand-girls were in the car.  We talked, laughed, 

and got a biscuit.  I got to talking with Gary McIntyre and Andrew Butcher about my older (8 year old) grand-

daughter that came with me.  I had told them that she had been on rides around the neighborhood and liked it.  I 

really couldn't wait till I had a helmet for her to ride with me out and about.  Gary piped up and said, "I bet 

Pam's helmet world fit her just fine".  So we trotted out to the bikes and put it on.  She was just giggling and 

grinning.  We hopped on our bikes and started out.  All I heard from the back was YYEAAAAA 

HEHEHEHEHEHEHEHEHEHE!!!!  GO GRANDPA!!! HEHEHEHEHEHE  GIGGGGLLLLEEEEE!!!!! 

  

Well, that was it; I created a little monster then.   

  

We got off at the meeting place in Lexington and met up with all kinds of other folks. There were people from 

Durham, and Burlington, and of course High Point.  Even a few from the Lexington chapter were there.   All in 

all we had 35 bikes and 1 car.   

  

We had a beautiful ride through the country to the NC State Patrol station in Lexington, about 30 mins or so.  

And what was the only thing I heard --- YYEAAAAA HEHEHEHEHEHEHEHEHEHE!!!!  GO GRANDPA!!! 

HEHEHEHEHEHE  GIGGGGLLLLEEEEE!!!!!  Now we get there and she takes her bear to the police car, she 

is just full of herself.  "I got to ride motorcycles".    

  

Well, time to leave, she gets the helmet Gary lent her and puts it on, "Letôs go Grandpa".  So I help her and 

Gary and I work out a place to get off the interstate and let him have his helmet back and we take off.  Do you 

hear it?   YYEAAAAA HEHEHEHEHEHEHEHEHEHE!!!!  GO GRANDPA!!! HEHEHEHEHEHE  

GIGGGGLLLLEEEEE!!!!!  We pull off in Archdale and get off the bike to give Gary his helmet back. She 

takes it off and hands it to him and says "thank you for letting me borrow your motorcycle hat" I thought he was 

about to just lose it.   I know I was.   

      Continued on page 5 

       

 

http://robertfergusonsr.spaces.live.com/blog/cns!64EBF247EE4BEDE2!126.entry
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Continued from page 4 

 

That was her first real ride on a motorcycle.  

  

To everyone that helped, Thank you. 

 

Robert Ferguson 

 

From your Chapter Coupleéyesterday was a sad day for us as we said goodbye to a very special friend Earl Locklear.  Earl 

holds a special place in our hearts and as Mike said to me yesterday he will truly miss that little 

òsneakyó smile and mysterious look in his eye when you knew is he up to something. A lot of you 

know that Earl sat in our meeting calling different ones on their cells while the meeting was going on 

but did you know that he taught Mike how to text.  His first text was a question and when Mike 

answered Earlõs comment was òI bet you got Karen to answer this for you.ó Anyway a new era in 

Mikeõs life started.  Earl will be missed but our loss is heavenõs gain. We will always remember real 

men wear òPINKó.  

On Sunday the 16
th

 of August the Couples met at McIntosh Park for the annual couples picnic .   

Mike and I had never been before so the experience was all so new to us.   Roger and Brenda Hatley and all the District 

Staff and some old man showed up that was cantankerous made it all so much fun.  It was a special treat to see all our 

Couples from across the state and see how many will be competing at WOS.  Yours truly and 7 other couples will try for the 

title of District Couple of the Year. The competition is on Friday morning at Wings so come and support all of us , we need 

that support and prayers to do this.  A big thank you goes out to Janice Barker for all the support and encouragement this 

year to all the Couples.  She and Tony will be a hard act to follow.  See you at Wings.  Mike and Karen 

 

From the North Carolina District Newsletter  

Darkside Pro and Con  
Views from a Darksider  

By Dennis Hull  

 
The July North Carolina District newsletter contained an article raising questions regarding the 
pros and cons of running certain car tires on the  rear of a GL1800 Gold Wing. Since each of us is 
allowed to possess our own opinions regarding any issue, and since most of the cons regarding the  
use of specific car tires by an ever -increasing number of Gold Wingers are ba sed upon opinion 
rather than facts, I want to take a few moments to  express my opinion, along with some 
supporting facts.  
 
&ÉÒÓÔ ÌÅÔȭÓ ÃÌÁÒÉÆÙ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÔÅÒÍ Ȱ$ÁÒËÓÉÄÅÒȱ is a self-styled name that was given to car tire users, by 
car tire users. The name is not intended to slur  those who choose to run a car tire instead of a 
motorcycle tire on the back of their bike, and it carries no more negative connotation than the 
term  HOG for Harleys, or Iron Butt for long distance riders. In fact, I wear the title Dark sider with 
pride.  
       Continued on page 6 
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Continued from page 5 
More than three years ago, when I first became aware of several GL1800 owners across the nation 
×ÈÏ ÈÁÄ ÂÅÅÎ ÕÔÉÌÉÚÉÎÇ ÓÐÅÃÉÆÉÃÁÌÌÙ ÃÈÏÓÅÎ ȰÃÁÒȱ tires to replace the currently available mileage -
deficient, failure -prone, motorcycle -specific tires as their choice of rear tire on their GL1800s, my  
ÆÉÒÓÔ ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔ ×ÁÓ ÓÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇ ÌÉËÅ Ȱ(Ï× ÓÔÕÐÉÄ ÃÁÎ ÙÏÕ ÂÅȩȱ (Ï×ÅÖÅÒȟ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÍÕÃÈ ÆÕÒÔÈÅÒ 
investigation into the similarities of motorcycle -specific  tires versus tires primarily designed for 
car usage, and realizing the benefits in added mileage, greatly increased load rating, lower 
replacement  cost, and improved safety of using a car tire, I made the decision to give the change a 
try. Coupled with the fact that I mount and balance my own  tires, and thus have the availability of 
ÁÎ ȰÕÐ ÃÌÏÓÅ ÁÎÄ ÐÅÒÓÏÎÁÌȱ ÌÏÏË ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÔÅÃÈÎÉÃÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÍÅÃÈÁÎÉÃÁÌ ÁÓÐÅÃÔÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÐÁÒÉÓÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
two types of  tires, I felt comfortable in experimenting with  this somewhat unconventional tire. 
Adding to my comfort level was the fact that I grew up in a  mechanical family, have always 
performed my own motorcycle and vehicle maintenance, and felt confident that I was going into 
this experience  both well -informed and technically able, rather than being misinformed, 
uniformed or wearing blinders.  
 
Move ahead nearly three full safe riding seasons on our car tires, including trips to Billings, 
Montana, Greenville, South Carolina and Tulsa,  Oklahoma for Wing Dings, acc ompanied on all of 
ÔÈÏÓÅ ÔÒÉÐÓ ÂÙ ÏÕÒ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓ *ÏÈÎ ÁÎÄ *ÁÃËÉÅ -ÁÒÓÈȢ /ÕÒ ÆÉÒÓÔ 4ÏÙÏ 0ÒÏØÅÓ ȰÃÁÒȱ ÔÉÒÅ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÄ ÕÓ 
with nearly 24,000 miles of failure -free, cupping -free, noise-free, safe and comfortable riding over 
two complete riding seasons, and was only  replaced so that I could change to a run flat design. The 
tire that we are currently using is a run flat Goodyear which was installed at the first of  
this riding season and which has provided us with 5,986 carefree and safe miles as of July 20, and 
the ti re still visually appears new.  For those of  you who know anything about the curvy, 
mountainous roads on which we ride every time we leave our driveway, you are aware that a 
great deal of  our riding is not on straight, smooth roads, but is in the twisties,  where the car tire 
performs flawlessly. This is not to say that the car tires we have  used have not performed well out 
on the super slab because they have definitely provided a smooth, safe and worry -free ride (two 
up and towing a  loaded trailer) over sev eral thousand miles at interstate highway speeds, 
including a 1,500 mile Iron Butt, Bun Burner ride.  
 
4ÈÅ ȰÏÆÆÉÃÉÁÌȱ $ÁÒËÓÉÄÅÒ ÆÏÒÕÍ ÉÓ Á ÓÕÂ-group of the GL1800Riders.com message board (web link 
provided below). When I first became active on  the Darksider  ÆÏÒÕÍ ÁÎÄ ȰÊÏÉÎÅÄȱ ÔÈÅ ÇÒÏÕÐ ÏÆ 
Darksiders on that forum, I became Darksider number 64, although I had been using a car tire 
well  ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÒÅÇÉÓÔÅÒÉÎÇȢ !ÌÔÈÏÕÇÈ ) ÄÏÎȭÔ ËÎÏ× ÔÈÅ ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔ ÃÏÕÎÔ ÏÆ ÁÄÍÉÔÔÅÄ $ÁÒËÓÉÄÅÒÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÁÔ 
forum, the last number of which I am aware was approximately 500. Those 500 riders likely only 
represent a small percentage of actual car tire users, since not everyone who frequents that board  
ȰÊÏÉÎÓȱ ÔÈÅ $ÁÒËÓÉÄÅÒ ÇÒÏÕÐȟ ÎÏÒ ÄÏ ÁÌÌ ',ρψππ ÃÁÒ ÔÉÒÅ ÕÓÅÒÓ ÅÖÅÎ ÖÉÓÉÔ ÔÈÅ ',ρψππ2ÉÄÅÒÓȢÃÏÍ 
board. However, of the 500 or so confirmed car  tire users on the board, plus any other GL1800 car 
ÔÉÒÅ ÕÓÅÒÓ ×ÈÏ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÖÉÓÉÔ ÔÈÅ ÂÏÁÒÄȟ ×ÉÔÈ ÃÏÍÂÉÎÅÄ ÍÉÌÅÁÇÅÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÈÕÎÄÒÅÄÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÏÕÓÁÎÄÓ ÏÆ 
miles, there has not been a single known confirmed failure of a car  tire on a GL1800, nor has there 
been any known crash which was proven to be  related to use of a car tire on the rear of a GL1800. 
In addition to the GL1800 riders who are using car tires on their bikes, there is another entire  
contingent of Valkerie owner s who have chosen various car tires as their favored rear tire.  
 
 
 
       Continued on page 7 
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       Continued from page 6     
           
As with the pros and cons voiced about many other motorcycle options (windshields, highway 
boards, seats, lighting, suspension), there are indeed  pros and cons which are voiced regarding 
the use of a tire designed primarily for four wheel vehicle use, although that design in itself says 
nothing  against its ability to safely be alternately used on a motorcycle.  What is easily observable 
is that the great preponderance of pros are made by the  hundreds (if not thousands) of GL1800 
ÒÉÄÅÒÓ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÃÈÏÓÅÎ ÔÏ ÕÔÉÌÉÚÅ Á ȰÃÁÒȱ ÔÉÒÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÂÉËÅȟ ×ÈÉÌÅ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÓ ÁÒÅ ÖÏÉÃÅÄ ÂÙ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ 
who have a strong negative opinion of  car tire usage while possessing absolutely no personal 
experience or knowledge of how the car tire performs on a bike.  
This brings to mind a bumper sticker that I saw recently: Ȱ$ÏÎȭÔ ÈÏÌÄ ÓÔÒÏÎÇ ÏÐÉÎÉÏÎÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ ÏÆ 
×ÈÉÃÈ ÙÏÕ ÈÁÖÅ ÎÏ ËÎÏ×ÌÅÄÇÅȱȢ Although there is  certainly a small contingent of people who have 
experimented with a car tire and not found it to their personal liking, there is also a larger  
contingent of people who would tell you that they do not like the way a certain brand of 
motorc ycle-specific tire performs on their bike. I have  personally had a motorcycle -specific rear 
tire failure while running a nearly new Avon brand tire, and I have had multiple sets of Dunlop 
tires  which failed to measure up to expectations, while I have exper ienced absolutely no negatives 
in the past three seasons of car tire usage, with nearly  30,000 miles of safe and comfortable riding 
on them.  
 
) ÁÍ ÉÎ ÎÏ ×ÁÙ ÁÔÔÅÍÐÔÉÎÇ ÔÏ ȰÓÅÌÌȱ ÁÎÙÏÎÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÕÓÅ ÏÆ Á ÃÁÒ ÔÉÒÅ ÏÎ Á ÍÏÔÏÒÃÙÃÌÅȟ ÓÉÎÃÅ ÍÁËÉÎÇ 
that decision i s a personal matter based upon the  abilities, needs, desires and expectations of 
individual riders. However, since some messages regarding the users of car tires seem to question 
their  ÌÅÖÅÌ ÏÆ ÉÎÔÅÌÌÉÇÅÎÃÅȟ ) ×ÁÎÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÇÉÖÅ Á $ÁÒËÓÉÄÅÒȭÓ ÉÎÓÉÄÅ ÖÉÅ× ÓÏ ÔÈat others might make a 
better informed decision when contemplating whether a  car tire is for you. And, regardless of the 
decision, Ȱ-ÁÙ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÒÃÅ ÂÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÙÏÕȱȢ But remember, Ȱ/ÎÃÅ ÙÏÕ ÓÔÁÒÔ ÄÏ×Î ÔÈÅ ÄÁÒË ÐÁÔÈȟ ÆÏÒÅÖÅÒ 
will it  ÄÏÍÉÎÁÔÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÄÅÓÔÉÎÙȢȱ Yoda (a long time ago.)  

 
For additional insight the following sites might be helpful, although not all 
are totally Gold Wing related:  
 
http://gl1800riders.com/forums/forumdisplay.php?f=31  
http://goldwing.eurekaboy.com/cartire.htm  
http://lifeisaroad.com/stories/2 004/10/27/theDarkSide.html  
http://mcdarksiders.forumotion.com/  
http://lifeisaroad.com/stories/2006/02/ 10/darkWingdarksideGoldWingcarTireOnAGoldWing.html  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xaIj1XrmvLM  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qoNDo7o1d6Q  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T0ztsRPJmVI  
http://gl1800riders.com/forums/showthread.php?t=218707& highlight=tire+failure  
http://gl1800riders.com/forums/showthread.php?t=215817&highlight=tire+failure  
http://gl1800riders.com/forums/showthread.php?t=187684&highlight=tire+failure  
http://gl1800riders.com/forums/showthread.php?t=214561&hi ghlight=tire+failure  

 

"Love is blind; friendship closes its eyes." ð Anonymous 

 

 

http://gl1800riders.com/forums/forumdisplay.php?f=31
http://goldwing.eurekaboy.com/cartire.htm
http://lifeisaroad.com/stories/2004/10/27/theDarkSide.html
http://mcdarksiders.forumotion.com/
http://lifeisaroad.com/stories/2006/02/10/darkWingdarksideGoldWingcarTireOnAGoldWing.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xaIj1XrmvLM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qoNDo7o1d6Q
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T0ztsRPJmVI
http://gl1800riders.com/forums/showthread.php?t=218707&highlight=tire+failure
http://gl1800riders.com/forums/showthread.php?t=215817&highlight=tire+failure
http://gl1800riders.com/forums/showthread.php?t=187684&highlight=tire+failure
http://gl1800riders.com/forums/showthread.php?t=214561&highlight=tire+failure
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(From Wing World Magazine)  
Ode to 
the USA  
We live in a beautiful country, 

With wonders far and wide, 

And we have the freedom to see it all, 

Anytime we take a ride. 

 

The Grand Canyon, Pikes Peak, 

And Highway One, 

I want to see it all, 

Before my time is done. 

 

I've seen the sun set in Maine, 

And the sun rise on a beach in the 

West, 

But what I've seen from the seat of my 

Wing, 

Has always been the best. 

 

We're lucky to live in this, 

Land of the Free. 

We travel wherever we want, 

From the mountains to the sea. 

 

No need for permission, 

Or to show a pass. 

All we need are good tires, 

And a full tank of gas. 

 

I do enjoy this freedom, 

But always in the back of my head, 

Are the people who bought it for me, 

Both the living and the dead. 

 

We tend to take for granted, 

All the privileges we possess, 

We should enjoy them to the fullest, 

And settle for nothing less. 

 

We should honor those in uniform, 

Who proudly this country serve, 

And express our pride in them, 

That they so richly do deserve. 

 

I proudly fly our Flag, 

Wherever I should go, 

It's something I believe in, 

And I want the world to know. 

 

The privileges that I enjoy, 

Are something I cherish with pride, 

So, in honor of all our brave troops, 

I'm going to take my Wing for a ride. 

ǒ 

 

 

 
 
From Region ôNõ Newsletter 
 

MEMBERSHIP ENHANCEMENT DIVISION  

Describe GWRRA to a New Person  

By: Bill and Donna Groh - Assistant District Directors - Kansas 

This is a very interesting question asked to all the Couples going up for International Couple 
of the Year, how would a person describe something as complex as this?  
You would have to be a parent to really understand that question, GWRRA is like a child. 
Conceived by Paul and Shirley years ago, together they had a dream from which a child was 

born named GWRRA. 
 
Like all children when it was born it only knew the parents, they took the child, taught it to laugh and cry, and while it was just 
learning to walk they held on tight to the child and made sure no harm would ever come to it. This child was born in a turbulent 
time, the world around it seemed to be coming apart but this child grew stronger every day.  It was no different than any other child 
born, it would run and play with all the other kids in the park and sometimes would stumble and fall but that never stopped this 
child because it had such a strong will.  As the child named GWRRA grew older it would go to school and learn and accomplish all 
the necessary tasks for a child to grow up strong.  
                                                                                        
Elementary school was fun, lots of other kids in the same class but GWRRA seemed to have the positive attitude needed to excel, 
and as it matured it became a leader among so many other children and soon found itself advancing faster than the others until it 
was a young man.  All parents know the love they have for their children, itôs something you canôt buy or force upon anyone you 
have to earn it.  This child would develop into its own personality, guided by it parents but you can only lead a child for so long and 
they will go on its own.  Education is vitally important for any child, without it you would never get anywhere. Education alone 
without experience is useless; GWRRA would combine both and grow into a strong leader.  GWRRA is as complex as any other 
anatomy; it would consist of, Skeletal System, Articular System, Muscu-lar System, Nervous System and Cardiovascular System.  
Itôs Executive Director and staff would become its brain, with the skeletal system that would reach around the world, aided by the 
muscular system of all the books, seminars, tapes and experience gained throughout the years. The editor would put all these 
things together in a way everyone would understand.  We wonôt even get into the nervous system!  
 
Every child is a complex system of cells that it replenishes constantly, with the blood flowing through its Ar-teries, and veins 
keeping the body alive. Its Regional Directors and District Directors and chapter directors along with their assistants make sure 
that blood keeps flowing, becoming proficient in First Aid and if needed become and emergency medical team ready at any giving 
time to save the childôs life.  The child known as GWRRA consists of Doctors, Pilots, Educators, Politianôs, and Policeman, 
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fireman, Military personal, computer technicians, construction workers and so many more. All brought together with one common 
denominator, Motorcycles.  The International Couple is the tool necessary to keep all the veins and arteries open and keep the 
blood flowing to prevent the heart from stopping. I think they keep this child called GWRRA young and never let it forget FUN is 
how it all began.  
 
So how would you describe the GWRRA to a new person, well the same way I would describe it to anyone new or old.  
A way to stand alongside people of all walks of life around the world, to laugh, cry, experience life a way that only a few get to, be 
part of a body of people and friends known as GWRRA where fun times, hard times and even the rainy day times, seem better 
with the child we know as GWRRA!  

 
From our August 2009 Meeting 

 

 
 
 

August  

Birthdays -  none  

  

Anniversaries  

8/27 David & Angie Hamilton  

  

GWRRA   John & Pam Muncy  

  

September  

Birthdays   9/4   Donna V.  

9/13 Debbie Carter  

9/24  Lennie Maynor  

9/27 Ryan Hanes  

9/29 Anthony Bond  

 

Anniversaries  

9/9   Joe & Joyce Scott  

9/21 John Wayne & Barbara Pierce  

  

GWRRA     Eddie B aker   
 

The best time to make friends 

is before you need them.  ð 

Ethel Barrymore  


